a quarter of the total admissions to the ward. The cases are represented in the upper half of Table I. The lower half of this table represents, for comparison, the composition of the general population by age and sex, as calculated from the records of the Registrar General for 1949. It can be seen that there is no decline in the age groups of the population up to the age of 50, so that the decrease in the number of emergencies up to that time reflects a true decrease in incidence.
After the age of 50 the decline in the number of cases goes hand in hand with a dwindling population.
1946-53 TOTAL EMERGENCIES I4SO
TOTAL ADMISSIONS 6500 2. The chief difference between the sexes lies in the markedly increased incidence of perforated peptic ulcer in the male.
3. Intestinal obstruction is comparatively infrequent until after the age of 50.
4. The small part played by other forms of emergency is emphasised.
I am indebted to Mr R. L. Stewart for his advice in the preparation of this paper.
